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March 29, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


r v ' 

SECRETARY KISSINGER 




SUBJECT: 


Presidential Statement on Vietnam 
Evacuation and Relief 


/ 


State, AID, and ourselves have prepared a draft statement for the 
President that will call for assistance on the evacuation of refugees 
and for American generosity in their support. 

This statement need not be read by the President in person, but can 
be issued by the press office. 

This statement recounts what the U. S. has done - _ and will do -- to 
assist first in evacuation and second in relief and re-settlement. It 
also calls for a private U. S. effort to help, and asks Dan Parker to 
coordinate this effort. (The message announces Dan Parker's designa- 
tion -- which occurred in early March - -as the President's Special 
Coordinator for Disaster Relief.) 

AJr. Ransom believes that a paragraph should be added to the present 
message to focus responsibility on the NVA for the welfare of the 
hundreds of thousands of refugees who will not be evacuated. It could 
go so far as to offer to support voluntary agencies and UN efforts in 
South Vietnamese areas overrun by the Communists. Although we 
have previously tried to block such private or multilateral efforts 
in PRG areas, the magnitude of the disaster calls for some special 
response now. The PRG might not accept such an offer but, even if 
it did, the U. S. gesture would express our concern without committing 
us to do very much, and perhaps serve to highlight the draconian 

measures which the North Vietnamese are likely to adopt in dealing 
with refugees. 

A possible draft for such an appeal would read as follows: "I want 
also to make clear that we are prepared to support the efforts of 
voluntary organizations and of the United Nations in refugee efforts 
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for refugees who may have been trapped behind North Vietnamese 
lines. We call upon the North Vietnamese to permit humanitarian 
organizations to provide help to these people. " 

Alternatively, we could simply call upon the NVA to adopt a humane 
policy to the thousands of persons they have overrun. This approach 
is more limited but would still be useful. 

Mr. Smyser questions whether such an appeal to the North would 
serve any useful purpose. The PRG regards the refugees as its 
"citizens", and would regard our appeal as interference in its 
internal affairs. Even though the PRG will want to get aid to reenforce 
its international political image, it will not do so in response to the 
Presidential appeal. Everybody knows this, and we would look as if 
we were grand standing. 

RE COMMENDATION: 


That you sign the attached memorandum for the President (Tab I). 


Approved, but statement at Tab A should include paragraph 
appealing to North Vietnam 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


1951 -* 


SB GR E f T/ SENSITIVE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



THE PRESIDENT 
HENRY A. KISSINGER 


ACTION 


Statement on Vietnam Evacuation 
and Relief 


s 


r 


It is increasingly clear that the South Vietnamese Government faces 
an urgent and enormous refugee problem, greater perhaps than any 
it has faced so far. 

We are doing all we can to assist in the evacuation of the refugees, 
using U. S. Navy and commercial vessels. We have already appro- 
priated some funds to assist in relief and re- settlement. 

We will, however, need more assistance from other countries to 
help evacuate refugees. We will also need to appeal to the generosity 
of the American people to help in the relief and re- settlement efforts. 

< 

The attached statement (Tab A) for you to issue through your press 
office, appeals to foreign nations and to ships of all flags for help in 
evacuation. It also appeals to American citizens and voluntary 
agencies for help in relief and re- settlement. It announces that 
Mr. Daniel Parker, the Administrator of AID, is designated as your 
Special Coordinator for Disaster Relief. The designation was 
actually made several weeks ago, but this is a good time to announce 
it. 

♦ 

Paul Theis* office has cleared the language of the proposed text, 

RE C OMME NDA TION: 


That you authorize issuance of the attached statement on Vietnam 
refugee evacuation and relief (Tab A). 

Approve Disapprove 
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PRES IDENTIAL STATEMENT 




A severe emergency exists in the coastal communities of South 
Vietnam which are swollen with helpless civilian refugees. As many 


as 


two million South Vietnamese have fled the North Vietnamese 


offensive. They are now homeless, frightened and destitute and 
in many cases under military attack. They are desperately in need 

of any assistance we and other nations can provide. 

We face two problems. The first is to help the refugees reach 

safe haven further south. 

I have ordered all necessary measures to assure that ships are 


coasla^. 


available to assist in the evacuation of refugees from tuc 
seaports. I have instructed the Agency for International Development 
to make necessary funds available to support the costs of the evacuation, 
We urge all ships in the vicinity of the South Vietnamese coast 
to help evacuate refugees to safety in the south. We stand ready to 
assist the South Vietnamese Government in coordinating such efforts. 

The second problem extends beyond the evacuation to the resettle- 
ment of the refugees in the South. This will be an enormous relief 
and rehabilitation task requiring massive efforts by the Government 
of South Vietnam and assistance from nations around the World. I 

am confident that Americans will want to do their share. 

I will ask Congress upon its return from recess for additional 

funds to support relief and resettlement of South Vietnamese civilian 
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refugees. Prior to the availability of these new funds, I have mean- 
while directed that all available U. S. Government resources be used 
to the greatest extent possible to meet immediate humanitarian needs. 

Americans have never refused help for refugees. I am certam 
that every American who has observed the plight of South Vietnam's 
displaced people will support an appeal for help both immediately and 

over a longer time. 

The extent of the crisis demands that we also call upon the vast 
of America's great voluntary agencies. I have, therefore, 


resources 


„ _ < a ■» • • ~ C 4>Un A nfnnPtr C\ f Tnff»r- 

appointed Mr. Daniel Dancer, .-«.driiiuiaci<xLor > 

national Development, as my Special Coordinator for Disaster Relief, 


I have directed him to convene, at the earliest practical time, an 
emergency session of interested American voluntary agencies, to 
marshall private American contributions to assist in the crisis. I 
hope every American will generously support these needs. 

In conclusion, I want to comment on the survival of South Vietnam. 
We must do everything we can to assure that this small country is not 
overrun by force, so that the refugees can live in a sanctuary of 
their choice. I shall speak of these requirements again in the near 
future when the full extent of needs is determined. But I am certain 
that I can today speak for all Americans in saying that our compassion 
and our heartfelt prayers are with the Vietnamese -- especially the 
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helpless civilian refugees. 


J 


Declassified 

Photocnnv frmn Gerald P Ford T ihrarv 



